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READING GUIDE 

Setting: Bombay, India, 1941 

British India in 1941 

 In 1941, the British control India and all Indians are subjects of the British crown. 

 The British are at war in World War II, pitted against the Axis powers of Germany, Italy, 

and Japan. 

 The U.S. joins the war after the Pearl Harbor attack on December 7, 1941. 

 Winston Churchill is the British Prime Minister. 

 Franklin D. Roosevelt is the United States President. 

 The Indian National Congress Party is created to oppose British rule, and their aim is to 

overthrow the British without the use of violence. 

 The non-violent protestors were also known as Freedom Fighters. 

 The most famous non-violent protestor is Gandhiji, otherwise known as Gandhi. 

 The British order young Indian men to fight in the conflict by joining the British-Indian 

Army. 

 The Indian National Congress Party encourages young Indian men not to fight. 
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Religious Culture of India 

 One of the major religions of India is Hinduism, which teaches belief in a Supreme 

Being and adherence to certain concepts such as truth, dharma, and karma, and belief in 

the authority of the Vedas (sacred scriptures). 

 Hindus worship many gods, including Krishna (supreme god), Nataraja (dance), 

Lakshmi (wealth), Saraswathi (learning), Ganesha (wisdom, success, and good luck), 

and Durga (feminine energy/power). 

 

Indian Society 

 Hindu society is divided into different groups, or castes 

o Brahmins are the highest class in society, the priests and scholars, responsible 

for teaching and maintaining sacred knowledge 

o Kshatryia are aristocrats who serve in the military or government 

o Vaishya are middle-class merchants and business owners 

o Sudra are the lowest class in society, who generally have menial jobs as laborers 

or servants 

 

 

https://www.dummies.com/religion/hinduism/hindu-gods-and-goddesses/
https://www.dummies.com/religion/hinduism/hindu-gods-and-goddesses/

